
A  USD  1.5  Trillion  Affair:  The
Billionaires  and  Global
Powerhouses  at  Trump’s  2025
Inauguration 

(L–R): Mark Zuckerberg, CEO, Meta; Lauren Jeff Sánchez; Jeff Bezos; Founder,
Amazon; Sundar Pichai, Google and Alphabet CEO; Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla and
SpaceX; and several other international corporate leaders. 

The 2025 inauguration of President Donald Trump was not just a political event
but a gathering of some of the wealthiest and most influential individuals in the
world. With a combined net worth exceeding USD 1.5 trillion, billionaires and
corporate  leaders  from  various  industries  assembled  in  Washington,  D.C.,
symbolizing  the  deep  ties  between  business  and  politics.  

The Titans of Technology and Innovation 

Elon Musk – The Visionary Powerhouse 

With an estimated net worth of USD 433 billion, Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla and
SpaceX, was a central figure at the inauguration. Musk had donated USD 300
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million  to  Trump’s  campaign  and  was  tapped  to  lead  the  newly  proposed
Department of Government Efficiency. His appearance underscored his desire to
extend his transformative thinking beyond business into public administration. 

Jeff Bezos – The Former Rival 

Amazon  founder  Jeff  Bezos,  with  a  net  worth  of  USD  239  bil l ion,
attended alongside his fiancée, Lauren Sánchez. Once a vocal critic of Trump,
Bezos now found common ground through shared ambitions in space exploration
and logistics, signaling a recalibration of their relationship. 



Mark Zuckerberg – The Social Media Strategist

Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of Meta, brought his USD 211 billion fortune to the table.
Co-hosting a pre-inauguration ball,  Zuckerberg emphasized the role of digital
platforms  in  political  discourse,  demonstrating  his  alignment  with  the
administration’s  policies.

Sundar Pichai – The Diplomat



Google and Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai, with a net worth of USD 1.3 billion, was
seen conversing with Musk and Zuckerberg. His attendance reflected Google’s
interest in maintaining influence amid evolving regulations on big tech.

Tim Cook – The Silent Supporter

Apple CEO Tim Cook made headlines with his USD 1 million donation to Trump’s
inaugural committee. With Apple deeply embedded in every aspect of modern life,
Cook’s understated presence was a nod to the company’s ongoing significance in
national innovation.



Sam Altman – The AI Pioneer

Sam  Altman,  CEO  of  OpenAI,  was  among  the  rising  stars  at  the  event.
Representing  the  frontier  of  artificial  intelligence,  Altman’s  participation
highlighted  AI’s  growing  impact  on  governance  and  policy-making.

 



With  a  combined  net  worth  exceeding  USD  1.5  trillion,  billionaires  and
corporate  leaders  from  various  industries  assembled  in  Washington,  D.C.,
symbolizing the deep ties between business and politics.

 

Global Leaders in Business

Bernard Arnault – The Luxury Titan

Bernard Arnault, CEO of LVMH, arrived with his USD 179 billion fortune. As a
leader in the luxury market, his presence illustrated how the world’s wealthiest
industries align with political leadership to shape global consumer markets.

Mukesh Ambani – The International Powerhouse

Indian industrialist Mukesh Ambani, with a net worth of USD 95 billion, stood out
as  the  only  non-Western  billionaire  in  attendance.  As  chairman  of  Reliance
Industries, his influence in energy and telecommunications highlighted the global
economic ties represented at the inauguration.



The Political Allies 

Phil Ruffin – The Casino Magnate 

Phil Ruffin, a longtime friend of Trump and a casino mogul, added a personal
touch to the event. With a net worth of USD 3 billion, Ruffin’s enduring friendship
with Trump exemplified the president’s connections to business magnates. 

Miriam Adelson – The Republican Pillar 

Miriam  Adelson,  widow  of  Sheldon  Adelson,  represented  one  of  the  most



significant Republican donors. With a personal fortune of USD 34 billion, her
attendance  demonstrated  the  enduring  role  of  high-net-worth  individuals  in
shaping Republican policy and campaigns. 

Shou Zi Chew – The Global Connector 

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew, with a net worth of USD 2 billion, surprised many with
his presence. His attendance was seen as a diplomatic gesture, aiming to bridge
gaps  between  the  platform  and  the  administration  amid  scrutiny  over  data
security. 



A Billionaire Affair

This  historic  inauguration  was  more  than  just  a  celebration  of  Trump’s
presidency; it was a vivid display of how wealth and influence can shape political
and  economic  strategies.  The  billionaires  in  attendance  brought  diverse
e x p e r t i s e — f r o m  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  l u x u r y  t o  e n e r g y  a n d
entertainment—demonstrating  the  profound  ways  in  which  their  industries
intersect with governance. Together, they represented not just immense wealth
but the future of innovation and global cooperation.

President  Donald  Trump’s  2025  inauguration  fundraising  efforts  have  set
unprecedented records, amassing over USD 250 million from various corporate
and individual donors.

 

The billionaires in attendance brought diverse expertise—from technology and
luxury  to  energy  and  entertainment—demonstrating  the  profound  ways  in
which their industries intersect with governance. Together, they represented
not just immense wealth but the future of innovation and global cooperation.



These substantial contributions highlight the eagerness of various industries to
support  the  incoming  administration,  reflecting  a  strategic  alignment  with
President Trump’s policies and a desire to maintain favorable relations with the
government. 


