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Tourist Board nor the Government give any im -
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such a sensitive time, and it so happens that inop -

portune events have to take place during the height 

of the tourist season. We have to blame ourselves 

for amplifying a little wind into a storm and then 

complain there are no tourists. Even an election 

is scheduled during the best tourist season. 

I propose that we should establish separate 

tourist zones and tourist seasons in our nine 

provinces and accordingly develop the industry, 

which I believe will drastically reduce the wastage 

that is happening owing to haphazard investment. 

I can not point to any direct investment that the 

Government has made towards the tourism in -

dustry. The coastal areas are polluted with waste 

and hence are inaccessible. The institutions 

charged with protecting the coastline fail in their 

role. Similarly, Sigiriya, which is at the forefront 

of our attractions, is treated and taken care of so 

poorly. What are the facilities that the tourist can 

enjoy? Having walked 1.5 kilometers to the loca -

tion, the tourist has to ascend the rock. There is 

no service to transport the tourist up to the en -

trance.

The Government has to assist us by interven -

ing in such concerns. Relevant institutions seek 

our ideas and opinions, but do nothing beyond 

that. Therefore, I have a big question mark con-

cerning this Government’s support to uplift the 

tourism industry. I spend a large amount of 

money annually to maintain my hotels because 

tourism is not only about hotel buildings, it is 

about a hotel with a theme, which I continu -

ously strive to offer. I have this great faith that 

someday our tourism industry will develop, and 

this is my fervent hope for the industry as well. 

But whatever I hope for will not give results if the 

people in decision making positions do not take 

the right direction. 
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My advice to anyone intending to enter this 
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of the industry. Some enter this industry because 

they have the money and assume that they will 

become a ‘big hotelier’ once they build a hotel 
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tion, I see the owner of a hotel with 25 rooms 

offering the best amenities, interior and pleasant 

surroundings as being way ahead than the hotel -

ier who owns a hotel with 200 to 300 rooms. 

Quality is not decided on the number of rooms in 

a hotel. We need to invest in a hotel where we can 

maintain the highest standards of quality. Hotels 

have popped up all over, and when they cannot 

retain them any longer, they are transformed into 
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of us in the same category. We need to correct this 

by encouraging the right people to invest and not 

allow large buildings to be constructed, which 

owing to the owner’s inability to maintain are 

used for other activities. 

In addition, the person who wishes to venture 

into this industry must be aware of the service 

standards required, especially be conscientious 

about conserving the environment. People are 

building large hotels at the expense of destruction 

to vegetation and trees and the environment. 

Sadly, I have been unjustly penalized despite 

engaging in business while protecting nature and 
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tutions. They need to change their perspective. I 

believe that it is pointless demarcating and sepa -
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ciently. Therefore, any person intending to invest 

in hotels must have the ability to manage and 

protect nature, and only then will the project be 

sustainable.   
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